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Resolution Urging the Governor and Legislature to Renew Their 

Commitment to Fully Fund the State Share of Community College Costs and 
to Fully Fund the Costs of FIT Chargebacks for Students Working Toward 

Bachelors and Masters Degrees 

 
WHEREAS, under state law, funding for community colleges is to be provided through 

state aid, a county sponsor contribution and student tuition and fees; and 

 
WHEREAS, the establishment and continued operation of a statewide community 

college system was based on a commitment to ongoing State aid funding of at least one- 

third of community college operating costs; and 

 
WHEREAS, the State funding amount has declined over the years below the historic 

one-third commitment; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Legislature and Governor have been providing modest increases in 

state aid the last few years, but that commitment remains far below the intended one- 

third commitment; and 

 
WHEREAS, this year the Governor’s Executive 2018-19 State Budget proposal cuts 

funding to Community Colleges by $24.4 million or five percent under last year’s 

funding; and 

 
WHEREAS, Section 6305 of the State education law requires the state to reimburse 

counties for Fashion Institute of Technology chargebacks, but the state has not provided 

the necessary appropriations to comply with this state law requirement; and 

 
WHEREAS, counties are currently being charged back for students attending FIT for 

bachelors and master’s degrees, which was not the intent of the community college 

chargeback funding requirement. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 

Counties (NYSAC) calls on the Governor and State Legislature to make continued state 

investment in community college operating costs a priority; and 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the state should restore the full funding of FIT 

chargebacks to counties related to all educational instruction provided after two 

years (coursework necessary for a 4-year, and/or master’s degree); and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be sent to 

member counties for their consideration; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution 

to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others 

deemed necessary and proper. 

 


